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A cooking utensil (10). for use in a microwave oven (60), includes at least one stining member which is cngagcable with a vessel 
(1 1) in which a substance to be cooked is contained. The, or each, stirring member (42) is dimensioned to extend into the vessel (11) and 
is rotaUble relative to the vessel (II), An obstruction member (36) is connected to, and extends from, the, or each, stirring member (42). 
The obstruction member (36) is dimensioned so that the obstruction member (36) abuts a wall (64) of the oven (60) while the vessel (H) 
is rotated by a rotary drive mechanism of the oven (60). This causes relative rotational movement between the vessel (1 1) and the, or each, 
stirring member (42). 
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COOKING UTENSIL WITH STIRRING DEViCE FOR MICROWAVE OVEN 

THIS INVENTION relaces to a cooking utensil . More 
particularly, this invention relates to a cooking utensil for use 
in a microwave oven. 

According to the invention, there is provided a cooking 
utensil for use in a microwave oven, the cooking utensil 
including 

at least one stirring meinher which is engageable with a 
vessel in which a substance to be cooked is contained, the, or 
each, stirring member being dimensioned to extend into Che vessel 
and being rotatable relative to the vessel, in use; and 

an obstruction member connected to, and extending from, the, 
or each, stirring member, the obstruction member being 
dimensioned so that, in use, the obstruction member abuts a wall 
of the oven while the vessel is rotated by a rotary drive 
mechanism of the oven, causing relative rotational movement 
between the vessel and the, or each, stirring member. 

The utensil may include a closure which is fastenable 
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CO Che vessel to close the vessel. The, or each, stirring member 
may be rotatably mounted on che closure to extend into the 
vessel , in use . 

The closure may have at least one baffle arranged 
thereon, the, or each, baffle being dimenBioned to extend into 
the vessel . 

The, or each, stirring member may be configured so that 
the, or each, stirring member is located proximate an inner 
surface of a wall of the vessel. The or each, stirring member 
may be shaped to correspond substantially with a cross-sectional 
profile of che vessel, taken through an axis of symmetry of the 
vessel. The, or each, baffle may be positioned operatively 
inwardly of the, or each, stirring member. 

The obstruction member may be mechanically connected 
directly with the. or each, stirring member, or indirectly via 
a speed or torcg[ue converting arrangement. 

In addition, the, or each, stirring member may be 
rotatably mounted on the closure by means of a bush or the like. 
The, or each, stirring member may be removable from the closure 
to facilitate cleaning of the utensil. 

The invention extends to the utensil in combination 
with a vessel, the, or each stirring member being engageable with 
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Che vesssl and rotatable relative to the vessel. 

It will be appreciated nhat it is undesirable that the 
vessel rotate relative to the rotary drive mechanism since this 
will eliminace the stirring effect. The utensil may thus include 
an engaging means which may be arranged on the vessel to permit 
the vessel operatively to engage the rotary drive mechanism of 
che oven . 

The engaging means may include a plate. The plate may 
be engageable with a drive shaft of the rotary drive mechanism 
in a conventional manner. The plate and the vessel may have 
complementary retaining formations defined thereon to inhibit 
relative rotational movement of the vessel and the plate. 

Instead, the engaging means may be a frictional 
engaging member. The frictional engaging member may be locatable 
between a bottom surface of the vessel and a turntable of the 
oven so that the vessel can Crictionally engage a surface of che 
turntable . 

The invention is now described, by way of examples, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings, 
Figure 1 shows an exploded, three dimensional view of a 
cooking utensil, in accordance with one embodiment of the 
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invention, for use in a microwave oven; 

Figure 2 shows a sectioned side view of the cooking utensil 
of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 shows an exploded/ three dimensional view of a 
cooking utensil, in accordance with a further embodiment of the 
invention, for use in a microwave oven; and 

Figure 4 shows a sectioned side view of the cooking utensil 
of Figure 3 . 

In Figures 1 and 2, reference numeral 10 generally 
indicates a cooking utensil, in accordance with one embodiment 
of the invention, Cor use in a microwave oven, indicated, in 
dotted lines, at 60. 

The utensil 10 includes a cylindrical vessel 11 . The 
vessel 11 includes a container 16, in which a substance to be 
cooked is contained, in use. The container 16 has a sxibstantially 
rectangular profile taken through an axis of symmetry 13 of the 
container 16, 

The vessel 11 also includes a closure or lid 14 which 
is clipped onto the container 16 to close the container 16 . The 
lid 14 therefore has a clip formation 48 defined by a perimeter 
50 of the lid 14. A mouth 52 of the container 16 defines a 
complementary clip formation 54. Thus, the lid 14 can be 
fastened to the mouth 52 of the container 16 by pressing the lid 
14 onto the mouth 52 so that the formations 50, 54 engage each 
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ocher . 

The lid 14 has a passage 18 defined therethrough. A 
bush 20 is mounted on an outer surface 22 of the lid 14 about one 
end of zhe passage 18 and a iDUSh 21 is mounted on an inner 
surface 44 of the lid 14 about an opposed end of the passage 18, 
A shaft 24 of a stirrer 2 6 is received through the bushes 20, 21 
and the passage 18, the bushes 20, 21 and the passage 18 being 
dimensioned so that the shaft 24 is rotatable relative to the lid 
14 and thus the vessel 11 when the lid 14 is clipped on to the 
container 16. 

The stirrer 26 has a pair of opposed arms 28 extending 
from a bottom end 30 of the shaft 24, The arms 2 8 together 
define an external profile which is substantially rectangular and 
which corresponds with the profile of the container 16. Further, 
the arms 2 8 and the shaft 24 are configured so that the arms 28 
are located proximate an inner surface 34 of the container 16 in 
a diametral plane of the container 16. 

An obstruction member or bar 36 is attached to an upper 
end 3 8 of the shaft 24. The bar 3 6 has an opening 40 defined 
therein. The upper end 3 8 is secured to the bar 36 in the 
opening 40 to prevent relative rotation of the bar 36 and the 

shaft 24. 

The bar 36 is dimensioned so that, when the utensil 10 
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is placed in the microwave oven 60, on a curnable 62 of the 
microwave oven 60, the bar 36 abuts a wall 64 of the microwave 
oven 60, It will therefore be appreciated that rotation of the 
turnable 62 will result in relative rotation of the vessel 11 and 
the stirrer 26, 

The lid 14 has a pair of baffles 42 attached to, and 
extending downwardly from, the inner surface 44 of the lid 14. 
Each baffle 42 is arranged between an upright portion 46 or one 
arm 28 and the shaft 24. Further, each baffle 42 ie cylindrical 
and rod- like. It will be appreciated that, in use, as the 
turnable 62 rotates, the stirrer 26 will rotate relative to the 
vessel 11 and thus che baffles 42, resulting in a counter- 
rotanional stirring action. 

It will be appreciated that it is undesirable that the 
vessel 11 moves relative to the turntable 62, in use. Thus, the 
container 16 has a rubber Oaring 56 attached to a bottom 58 of 
the container 16. The 0-ring 56 serves to frictionally engage 
the turntable 62, thereby inhibiting movement of the vessel 11 
relative to the turntable 62, in use. 

The bushes 20, 21 are removably fastened to the shaft 
24. Further, the arms 28 are also removably fastened to the 
shaft 24. Thus, the Utensil 10 can be disassembled for cleaning 
purposes . 
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In Figures 3 and 4, reference numeral BO generally 
indicates a cooking utensil, in accordance with a further 
embodiment of the invention, for use in a microwave oven. With 
reference to Figures 1 and 2, like reference numerals refer to 
like parts, unless otherwise specified. 

The container 16 of the utensil 80 has an arcuate 
profile taken through the axis of symmetry 13 with a bottom 
portion of the container 16 being flat. 

The utensil 80 includes a place 82 which engages a 
drive shaft of a rotary drive mechanism (not shown) of the 
microwave oven in a conventional manner. Instead of the 0-ring 
56, the plate 82 and the container 16 have complementary 
retaining formations 84 defined thereon to permit the container 
16 to engage the plate 82 so that relative rotary movement 
between the plate 82 and the container 16 is inhibited. The 
retaining formations 84 are in the form of projections 86 defined 
on the container and holes 88 defined in the plate 82, the 
projections being received in the holes 88, in use. 

The baffles 42 of the utensil 80 have a pair of 
opposed, riat sides 90 and are tapered at their free ends 92. 

Instead of the bush 21, the shaft 24 has an annular lip 
94 defmad thereon which serves a similar purpose to the bush 21. 
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The lid 14 of the utensil 80 has a numtoer of openings 
96 defined thereon to permit seeam co escape from the vessel 11, 

It is often necessary to stir substances being cooked 
in a microwave, during the cooking process. To do so, a user must 
periodically remove a container, in which the siibstance is being 
cooked, from the microwave oven, to stir the substance. This is 
as a result of the fact that, during cooking, heat generated by 
the microwave is unevenly distributed throughout the substance 
and that the substance has a tendency to adhere to the container 
or form lumps. This is time-consuming and requires constant 
attention by a user. 

Since the arms 28 are positioned as described above, 
as uhe turntable 62 or the plate 82 rotates, the arms 28 serve 
to continuously remove the substance proximate the inner surface 
34, thereby inhibiting adhering of the substance to the inner 
surface 34 . 

In use, when the substance is removed from the inner 
surface 34, a rotary motion is imparted to the substance. The 
baffles 42 thus agitate the substance when the substance, under 
the action of the stirrer 2€, impinges on the baffles 42, This 
agitation of the substance facilitates even heat distrihucion 
within Che substance so that a user can obtain the correct 
texture and viscosity in the cooked substance. 
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The applicant believes that the invention provides a 
means for cooking and stirring a substance simultaneously in a 
microwave oven. In particular, the applicant believes that the 
utensil 10 is particularly useful for cooking substances which 
requxre stirring in that the utensil 10, 80 effectively ensures 
even heat distribution in a container. Simultaneously, the 
utensil iO, 8-0 overcomes the problem of substance adhering to the 
container and the formation of lumps during microwave cooking. 
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CLAIMS 

1- A cooking utensil for use in a microwave oven, the 

cooking utensil including 

at least one stirring member which is engageable with a 
vessel in which a sxibstance to be cooked is contained, the, or 
each, stirring member being dimensioned to extend into the vessel 
and being rotatable relative to the vessel, in use; and 

an obstruction member connected to, and extending firani, the, 
or each, stirring member, the obstruction member being 
dimensioned so that, in use, the obstruction member abucs a wall 
of the oven while the vessel is rotated by a rotary drive 
mechanism of the oven, causing relative rotational movement 
between the vessel and the, or each, stirring member. 

2- The utensil as claimed in Claim 1, which includes a 

closure which is fastenable to the vessel to close the vessel. 

3. The utensil as claimed in Claim 2, in which the, or 

each, stirring member is rotatably mounted on the closure to 
extend into the vessel. 

4 . The utensil as claimed in Claim 3, in which the closure 

has at least one baffle arranged thereon, the, or each, baffle 
being dimensioned to extend into the vessel . 

5- The utensil as claimed in Claim 4, in which the, or 
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each, stirring member is configured so chac the, or each, 
scirring member is located proximate an inner surface of a wall 
of the vessel. 

The utensil as claimed in Claim 5, in which the, or 
each, stirring member is shaped to correspond substantially with 
a cross -sectional profile of the vessel, taken through an axis 
of symmetry of the vessel. 

7^ The utensil as claimed in Claim 6, in which the, or 

each, baffle is positioned operatively inwardly of the, or each, 
stirring member. 

g The utensil as claimed in Claim i, in which the, or 

each, stirring member is removable from the closure. 

9, The utensil as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, in combination with a vessel, the, or each stirring 
member being engageable with the vessel and rotatable relative 
CO the vessel . 

10. The utensil as claimed in Claim 9, which includes an 
engaging means which is arranged on the vessel to permit the 
vessel operatively to engage the rotary drive mechanism of the 

oven . 
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The utensil as claimed in Claim 10, in which the 
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engaging means includes a plate which is engageable with a drive 
shaft of the rotary drive mechanism in a conventional manner, the 
plate and the vessel having complementary retaining formations 
defined thereon no inhibit relative rotational movement of the 
vessel and the plate. 

12. The utensil as claimed in Claim 10, in which the 

engaging means includes a frictional engaging member which is 
locatable between a bottom surface of the vessel and a turntable 
of the oven so that the vessel can frictionally engage a surface 
of the turntable. 

13 . A new -Qtensil for a microwave oven, substantially as 

described herein, with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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